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GST DISTRIBUTION 
822. Ms L.L. BAKER to the Premier: 
I refer to the unprecedented agreement the McGowan Labor government has been able to secure from both sides 
of federal politics to fix the GST distribution, and the legislation — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! I want to hear this riveting question. Start again. 
Ms L.L. BAKER: I intend to. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
I refer to the unprecedented agreement the McGowan Labor government has been able to secure from both sides 
of federal politics to fix the GST distribution, and the legislation that is currently before a Senate committee that 
will finally deliver Western Australia a fair share of GST revenue. 
Can the Premier update the house on how the government is continuing to push the case for Western Australia and 
ensuring that no stone is left unturned in seeing this legislation pass? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
That was a great question; I thank the member for Maylands. I am humbled by the member’s statement of support 
for what we have done. 
It is true that we have been successful in working with both sides of federal politics to ensure that Western Australia 
gets a much better GST deal. I am very pleased that we seem to be on the cusp of securing this new arrangement, 
which will ensure that Western Australia gets better support in the coming years. It must be said that this is 
something no other Western Australian government has been able to achieve in the last 20 years. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I want to hear this, members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The legislation currently before the Senate will lock in a GST floor of 70 cents in the dollar 
from the next financial year, a 75 cent GST floor from 2024–25, and, over the next six years or so, the new 
equalisation, benchmarked to either Victoria or New South Wales—whichever is stronger—will be phased in. 
But we are not taking anything for granted, and that is why I went to Canberra on Friday. I went for the drought 
summit, but to be frank, I spent most of my time preparing to present before the Senate committee that is looking 
into these issues. I was very pleased to be the only Premier who fronted up before the Senate committee that is 
looking into the GST, and I answered all their questions in relation to that issue. I made the point—I think it got 
some coverage back here—that if what had happened to Western Australia had happened to New South Wales 
or Victoria, no commonwealth government would have allowed it to stand. If either of those major states had 
gone to 30 cents in the dollar, no commonwealth government would have allowed it to stand. I made the point to 
senators: imagine how you would have felt if that were you and your state. 
I am very pleased that I was able to give that evidence. I must say, it was a very pleasant experience and I enjoyed 
educating senators about Western Australia’s case. I particularly enjoyed my interactions with Senator Lines 
and Senator Smith, who were both in furious support of what I had to say. It was a very pleasant interaction. 
Senator Abetz sat there and did not say anything; he did not say a single word, so I left Tasmania alone in front of 
the committee! 
We are going to see a significant improvement for Western Australia, and I urge the Senate to get on and pass the 
legislation. I make the point—I made it to the Senate committee—that if the Productivity Commission’s findings 
had been rolled out by the federal government, we would still be more than $2 billion better off over the next 
four years or so. Whilst we have not received what the Productivity Commission recommended, we will still be 
receiving considerably more than we currently do. I also made the point that over the last 10 years Western Australia 
sent $30 billion east, and it is getting back through this deal, over the course of the next eight years, $4.7 billion. 
I think it is still the best deal we could have reasonably secured and a good compromise. I would like to thank 
everyone who worked on it, and I would especially like to thank my Treasurer and both the federal opposition and 
the federal government for their support. 
 


	GST DISTRIBUTION

